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SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS: ROGELIO A. GARCIA 
REE: A. 76 PANAMA 6468; B. 76 PANAMA 6503 

1 . ON JANUARY 20 MINISTER OF GOVERNMENT AND JUSTICE, JORGE 
CASTRO, SENTENCED ROGELIO ANTOLIN GARCIA TO ONE YEAR IN 
PRISON FOR INCITING TO RIOT DURING THE SEPT. 1976 STUDENT 
DEMONSTRATIONS. 

2. GARCIA WAS ONE OE THREE ALLEGED US "INTELLIGENCE AGENTS" 
WHOM GOP ACCUSED OE PARTICIPATING IN THE TRUMPED-UP "DE- 
STABLIZATION PLAN" (SEE REFTELS). IN REALITY, GARCIA WAS 
BORN IN COSTA RICA, AND IS A NATURALIZED PANAMANIAN CITIZEN 
EMPLOYED AT A US MILITARY PX FOR THE LAST THREE YEARS. 

3. GARCIA WAS SENTENCED UNDER PROVISIONS OF DECREE LAW 342 
OF OCT. 31, 1969. THAT MEASURE AUTHORIZES EXTRA-JUDICIAL 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEEDINGS WHEREIN MINISTER OF GOVERNMENT 
ACTS AS PROSECUTOR, JUDGE AND JURY. 
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RM GARCIA HAS BEEN UNDER DETENTION SINCE LAST 
SEPTEMBER, BUT HIS CASE WAS TRANSEERRED EROM THE NORMAL 
CHANNELS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OEFICE ONLY RECENTLY. 
MORNING NEWSPAPER "CRITICA" REPORTED THAT CASE HAD BEEN 
TRANSFERRED TO GOVERNMENT AND JUSTICE FOLLOWING A FEP 
(FEDERATION OE PANAMANIAN STUDENTS) ACCUSATION OE 
GARCIA AS AN "INSTIGATOR". NEWS ARTICLE ADDED THAT 
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GARCIA HAD DENIED ALL CHARGES BROUGHT AGAINST HIM. 

5. DESPITE REPORTED DENIAL, GARCIA WAS "CONVICTED" 
UNDER ARTICLE 3 OF DECREE LAW 342 WHICH DECLARES: 

"HE COMMITS THE CRIME OF SUBVERTING PUBLIC ORDER 
WHO, AS PARTICIPANT AT A PUBLIC MEETING OR GATHERING, 
CAUSES DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY (CAUSA 0 HAGA CAUSAR) 
DISTURBANCES OR PROPERTY DAMAGE". 

6. NEWS ARTICLE MADE NO MENTION OF PRIOR ACCUSATIONS 
OF GARCIA AS AN "INTELLIGENCE AGENT", NOR DID IT 
MENTION HIS EMPLOYMENT. 

7. COMMENT: THIS IS THE THIRD TIME IN RECENT MONTHS 
THAT DECREE LAW 342 HAS BEEN INVOKED. THE OTHER CASES 
ARE THAT OF ALLEGED BOMB-THROWER JORGE RODRIGUEZ 
(76 PANAMA 8720) AND RADIO COMMENTATOR JUAN BARRERA 
(PANAMA 0189). IN THE PAST THE GOP HAD BEEN VERY 
SPARING IN ITS USE OF THAT LAW. WE ARE INQUITING 

INTO DETAILS OF THE CHARGES AGAINST GARCIA. 

JORDEN 
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